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Tuesday, September 13, 1949
-Bethesda

Dear Mama , |
I was so sorry t& hear about your seeing the pretty dresé and
:then not being able to get 1t! Especially as I know what anine grand
feeling it is to geﬁ a dress that fits you and looks good. Also Ifm
sorry you feel you can't come down here. I wish we could ruéh rignt
up there Iinstead, and maybe we wili sometime berore tne weather gets
bad, £f william's work eases up enougn to let him get away over the
weekend. For the past three weeks he has had to go to the oirice
élmoat every da} inciuding the weekends. I'm glad to say tnut he
feeis ne has done well, tnougn, and tnat his bosses like his work.
He has had & 1ot of dealings with tﬁe new Assistant Becretary of
state for Latin Amcrica, mr.'Eq Miller, ana tney éppear to agree
‘on many matters, which is aiways a help to a young maun.
The dining room. sounds simply wcnderful, and I have.a good

mental picuture of the mantel in its new place.  hat sounds even

t
. better tnan the r'irst idea, and will give you a good place to put
a buffet or the Virginla sora as you prerer,= between the two
Wwindows. -

The boy hasn't broken out withh the cnicken poxX as yet, though
ne'1s 8t11l susceptible to them until the end of this week, so 1
have tov keep him out of school till next Monday, according to the
law. Poor littie Betsey nasltnem now, and Uoit is all over his. She
has a rever buc can't be kept in ped and doesa'b really :eel %00
bad. Her poor mamma has quite a time %o kxeep her amused. I'm abrry
that tne boy will have to miss the first two days or scuool, waich
are so important for his personal contacts, but it wouldn't be rignt
to send him and possibly exyosé@ the other childaren.

Krs. wovenstine brought me up from Peru eight\perrgctly lovely

silver vowls for ice cream, wnich coust us only 8ix dollurs épelca,
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althougn of course they are stirling silver. Virginia Davis and I
both ,sked her to getv them for us last spring. Had I known then how
strapped we were going to pe this fall, what with the dlishwasner,etC.,
L woulda't have bought them, but now tney are here we must of course
buy them from her. And the; are lovely! The bowls are plain, but iney
ezcn have liuvtle decorated hanuies on eacn side, anct tney stand on
little decoraced pases. 1 imagine they would cost ten or twelve
dollars eacn here in the unived Statves. The only hiteh is that we
realiy ean't arford them at ail. They will have to be our Christmas
and pirtnday presenuvs tu eacn other, 1 guess.

, We are going out to the Hart's in Alexandria today, which
is wiy I have the time to wriie to you. It has been a thoroughly
rainy morning and Laurence has had no one to play with, so I have
spent my moraning sewing on his clothes while he played with hils
tinkrtoys anu puzzles., Wnen I am in tne room with him to talk to
him he doesn't mina playing glone so much, but 1 can't do much
housework. At least 1t gave me an opportunity; to do some buitvone
ad usting on hls new lruvusers. ‘

Everyone wno cumes to the house always admires the tnlngs
you gave me first of all- The wnite mirror frame,. the botitle in
whicn I keep my snerry, tne coin silver spoons, ana the chest of
drawers In our bedroome. And of course, tne darling little silver
coffee arn on its eilver platter! So the things you gave me are the
snowpleces or the house, really. I only wish I could afford and
then could find some place to put that wonderful sofa, too! I know
that would be the prize piece of all. I think and think, but I
sinmply can't figure out how I could possibly get it in thils house
'in any spot where it would show to advantaze. However, when we
~go oul to our next post we will undoubtediy have & bigger house
tha:: this one, and in tnat case my first thougnt willi be for that
beautiful sofa. “oon
' Here 1s a check whicn is for your birthday more or less,
and with wnicn you can eithner buy Liwmt dress or do whatever you
want in a reckless sort of way. I know how dreadiul it is not to
be able to buy the one tning &nat suits you.

Lové and kisses
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